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ANNUAL REPORT OF P. K. YONGE, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT
AND ACTING PRESIDENT

To the Members of the Florida Historical Society:I submit herewith the 30th annual report of the
Society.
Since our last annual meeting, on February 29,
1932, much has happened affecting our Society. Death
has claimed a number of our officers, viz. Frank Drew,
a director; Arthur T. Williams, a member since the
incorporation of the Society in 1905, director in 1907,
vice president in 1903, and president continuously
from 1921 until a short time before his death ; Frederick C. Cubberly, director, vice president, and president from the last annual meeting until his death. All
of these served the Society faithfully and well and we
will always gratefully remember their loyal service.
As most of you know, Mr. Williams provided the
Society with its headquarters and a room for its collections for many years without cost to us. After his
death the corporation owning the building in which he
had been providing us with rooms found that it
needed this space and notified the Society that it must
move out at once. Fortunately for us the Jacksonville
Public Library made a very generous and attractive
offer of quarters, as set forth in the following letter
of July 16 from Mr. Joseph F. Marron, librarian:Mrs. Emma Williams Porter
Assistant Secretary
Florida Historical Society
Jacksonville, Florida

Jacksonville, July 16, 1932

My dear Mrs. Porter:
In a discussion with Mr. T. Frederick Davis we have
learned that there is grave danger that the collection of the
Florida Historical Society, for which you have been acting as
custodian, may be moved away from Jacksonville. In view of
the fact that it would be very regrettable to lose this valuable
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collection of Floridiana, I beg to submit an offer from the
Jacksonville Public Library that will continue the presence of
this collection in our city. In the Willow Branch Library at
Park and Cherry streets we have made provision for space
that will be useful when the services of that branch require
additional space, and at the present time we have not outgrown the space provided for the first needs of the library. We
have available at the present time a basement room, 30 by 16 1/2
feet, in which there are four large windows which give access
to light and ventilation. This room can be kept locked at all
times. There is adequate space to shelve the books, preserve
manuscripts and hang maps or pictures. It would also provide headquarters for the Society in Jacksonville, and we are
willing to make this space available until such time as we
could provide more adequate quarters in the main library in
Jacksonville.
In addition to these housing facilities we would be glad to
provide an adequate card catalogue of the material so that the
Historical Society could have accessible methods for using the
collection. This would also afford means for supplementing the
Library’s own collection of Floridiana, and would enable the
Society to keep its collection intact and in no way confused
with the historical material which the Library possesses. Upon
the acceptance of this offer, necessary rules for governing the
use of this collection could be drawn up for the guidance of
patrons of historical material.
Will you kindly submit this offer for the consideration of
the directors of the Florida Historical Society.
Very truly yours,
(sgd.) Jos. F. Marron, Librarian

Mr. Cubberly submitted this proposition to the directors, but his health was such that he was not able
to carry the matter to a conclusion. He was, however,
in favor of accepting the offer.
There was not time to hold a meeting of the directors as the corporation insisted that the Society move
its property from the building immediately. Mr. Davis
and Mrs. Porter acted at once, accepting the offer
and moving the Society from the Williams Building
to the Willow Branch of the Jacksonville Public Library. There seemed to be nothing else to do under
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the circumstances, and we should be very thankful to
Mr. Davis and Mrs. Porter for their prompt action.
This has been approved by a quorum of the Board of
Directors and other members of the Society, and I
recommend that you approve the acceptance of the
offer. I recommend also that Mr. Davis and Mrs.
Porter be authorized to confer with the officials of
the Library and agree upon a plan for keeping our
library open as contemplated, and that we adopt a
resolution expressing our appreciation of the offer of
the Jacksonville Public Library.
I think we should be congratulated on having such
splendid quarters fitted up without cost to us and rent
free. The situation is very encouraging and an inspiration for renewed effort on our part to work for the
advancement of the Society and the attainment of the
objects contemplated since its organization.
I recommend that Section 4 of Article IV of the
By Laws be amended by striking out the word “three,”
and inserting in place thereof the word “four”.
P. K. YONGE,
1st vice president and acting president.

Published by STARS, 1932

3

